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MY LIFE EXPERIENCE IN TAIWAN

B Manamu Trawall
Y Y Its almost one year seven months

now since I left my homeland The
Gambia for a destination in East
Asia-Taiwan in pursue of knowledge
under the sponsorship of Ling Tung
University (LTU) for two years.
Finding one self on board of an
airplane for almost 17 hours, one is
bound to be drained and my case was
of no exception. Upon arrival at the
Taoyuan International Airport in
Taiwan, to my surprise, we found
staffs of the International Affairs
Unit of LTU with the university
banner to receive us. We were accorded a warm welcome at the
airport after which we set for a journey of almost two hours drive
by bus to our final destination Taichung where LTU is located.

Being among the first African students at LTU has been a great
experience from the moment I set my foot into the university. I was
always given support and guidance whenever the need arises to
make me feel comfortable as if I was at home. Moreover, not for a
single moment during my stay at LTU did I for once wished that I
was at home due to race discrimination, cultural or religious
difference or the like. Taiwanese are wvery tolerant, open,
accommodating and above all friendly. My professors are worth of
a special mention; they are all good persons and highly qualified in
their individual academic fields. They have a lot of patience,
especially with us the international students. They are always
ready and willing to help at anything, thus I always have the
confidence to ask them for help any time I have a problem.

Soon it was the end of the first academic year and as the

A8 L6 8 B
(Trawally Mariama) °

THE GOODBYE MOMENT
By Mam Tut Martin

It is truly amazing how time flies. I
find it hard to believe that the two years
of my stay in Ling Tung University is
almost at its end, and even harder to
think that the time to say goodbye is
near. I can virtually picture the moment
we arrived on that August day to the
best reception ever, which was beyond
our expectations. The welcome by the
university during the days that followed
were overwhelmingly comforting. It
made the anxieties of leaving loved
ones at home and travelling to an
unknown environment vanish into thin air. I would say that each
day was counted as a blessing for just meeting wonderful people
who would have a great impact on my life.

It was indeed an opportunity and privilege to be awarded the
scholarship by the university to assist in the realization of my
dreams. It has given me the chance to experience sophisticated
academic systems, tools and atmosphere; which I couldn’t
experience in my homeland. More so, the beauty of living in Ling
Tung is the exposure to cultural diversity. Meeting different people
of diverse cultural background has given me an insight into the
world beyond the boundaries of The Gambia, and in turn left the
greatest impact on my personality; academically, professionally
and socially. I have learnt a lot during my stay, and my life would
never be the same as before. I hope to employ the lessons in the
future, thus live up to your expectations. Verily, these years in Ling
Tung would require a whole lifetime to reminisce; the magnificent
environment coupling with the most friendly and supportive
community make it impossible to ever live another moment
without its thoughts.

ABHILDHEES
(Mam Tut Martin) °
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summer vacation sets in, we look forward to begin the most crucial
stage of our study in Taiwan. All that second year Masters
Students do at this time is to talk about their thesis. We dine and
wine with ‘Thesis’ on our minds. Thesis! Thesis! This is the word
that makes me to tremble with fear and at the same time excited. I
fear in the sense that I question myself, if my research topic is
good enough and if I will be able to defend it in front of the
evaluation panel, full of professionals and experts in the field
when I am just a learner. Though, I was excited that I want to get
started with my research topic because I have the belief that I
might discover something new in the process. However, when 1
started writing the first word in what seems to be an endless white
paper, struggling to get all information pertaining to my topic, a
sense of despaired takes over the little excitement that I had at the
beginning. But I made up my mind that if others can do it then I
can. So this became my inspiration and source of strength and as a
result no matter what obstacles I found along the way, I strive hard
to overcome them. Today.I am very happy that my entire struggle
did not go in vain because I have completed my thesis and in about
a month’s time, I shall be defending it.

In general I have really enjoyed my stay here in Taiwan; it is
really a pity that home is calling me now and I have to answer to
that call. I think Taiwan is a special and fantastic place on earth. |
have taken pleasure in every aspect of Taiwan from the food, night
markets, and beautiful parks to my classes and finally my thesis. In
the future, if I had the opportunity * I will be more than willing to
come back to TAIWAN. As for now, I hope to go back to my
country as soon as possible after my graduation with a
wide-opened heart to share with others my experience in Taiwan.

I can not end this reference of my experiences in Taiwan
without mentioning the early morning of September 26th, 2009
when for the first time in my life I felt the earth shaking. Despite
my theoretical knowledge of earthquakes, experiencing a
vibration that shook an eight storey building is quiet fascinating.

On a final note, I will like to seize this opportunity to extend
my heartfelt gratitude to the entire LTU community for making my
stay in Taiwan a memorable one.

In this regard, I wish to express my sincere appreciation and
gratitude to the management, academic and administrative staff,
and the student community of the university, for all the assistance,
love and support rendered during my stay. A special
acknowledgement is extended to the university President Dr.
Michael JK Chen for his immense support; he has always gone
beyond his professional capacity to make our stay a memorable
one. Sir, please allow me to say “thank you” for the love and
understanding that you willingly gave to us, and fulfilled as a
family. Also acknowledged is the support and encouragement of
Professor Chien-Feng Tai, my able advisor who has always been
there to bring the best out of me. Worth mentioning at this juncture
is the support of Dr. Chinjen Ou all through the moments; he
endeavored to expose us to the joys of Taiwan outside the school
premises, and many trips we did enjoyed. Finally, I wish to take
this opportunity to extend love and hugs to my beautiful
classmates and the only gentleman of the class Owen Lin. You are
all wonderful, loving and caring people; the best I have known and
would always remember. I wish you all well and success in your
endeavors. To the university community, my experience with you
all shall be a tale I would eagerly and happily share with family,
friends and loved ones.

As 1 say goodbye, I remind myself that farewells are not
forever, nor are they the end. They are simply words to say that I
will miss you dearly and that T will remember you fondly.
Although we may be separated by time and distance in the interim,
nothing will diminish the important role that you all have and
always will play in my life. I wish you all happy adventures,
fantastic new friendships, amazing experiences and the journey of
a lifetime.

Richard Bach says, "Can miles truly separate you from friends?
If you want to be with someone you love ... aren't you already
there?" And so it is ... and always will be with you all as I carry
Ling Tung University close to my heart.

Love forever,
Mam Tut Martin
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MY EXPERIENCE IN
LING TUNG UNIVERSITY
By Ngansa Touray

Allow me few lines to express
my profound gratitude and sincere
appreciation to the Chairperson-
Dr. Min Lee, President-Dr. Michael
JK. Chen and the Superintendent-
Dr. Frank Chang of Ling Tung
University for their generosity and
timely assistance without which
my aspirations of earning a post
graduate degree would have still
remained a dream. The scholarship
that you provided for me would not
only enable the University of The Gambia to capacitised their
female teaching staff, but will also enable the recipient important
personal gains both academically, professionally and economically.
Having a sponsor to the growth and development of my
educational carrier contributes to my overall validity and success
in life. Being the bread winner of my family, I assure you that
providing such a meaningful assistance will go a long way in
creating a brighter future for my family * my country and me.

It is often said that education is the key to success. In that
regard, I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation and
sincerily to my academic professors especially Dr. Chien-Chou
Chen (Director International Business Department), Dr. Austine
Ou and Dr. Chien-Feng Tai for their tireless and endless support
and dedication both academically and socially without which life
in Taiwan would have been meaningless for me as education is the
fundamental reason of my coming here. Despite their tied
schedules, their doors are always open to me. I therefore thank
them so much and really appreciate their efforts.

Words are inadequate to express my sincerity to the Ling Tung
administrative staff especially Dr. Morgan Sheng and Mr. Steven
Chiu, the entire Ling Tung University teaching fraternity and the
general student body for their warm welcome and hospitality both
within and outside campus. Indeed it is my pleasure to live with
friends and colleagues who possess high esteem of love and
respect for others which is reciprocated. It is good to live with
people, but it is best to live with people who share their love and
benevolence with you. Indeed, I am overwhelmed by the warm
welcome and continuous social and moral support that I receive
from Ling Tung University staff and students.

I cannot forget the kind gesture that I received from Professor
Cheng Ghuang and her family during my two years stays in
Taiwan. Despite her tide schedule as a married woman and a
professor, her doors are always open to me. She makes sure that all
my needs and wants are satisfied as and when necessary. I thank
her for her generosity and will always remember her in my
prayers.
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MY EXPERIENCE IN LING TUNG UNIVERSITY
By NIKIEMA Martine

I am NIKIEMA Martine from
Burkina Faso. I graduated with a
bachelor degree in 2008 from
University of Koudougou (Burkina
Faso), which has established an
academic cooperation with Ling
Tung University. Thanks to that
cooperation 1 was awarded a
two-year scholarship by Ling Tung
University to pursue graduate
studies for a master degree in
International Business.

The scholarship is a full scholar-
ship. I hesitated in the beginning to
jump on the opportunity mainly because of the language barrier.
Burkina Faso is a French speaking country and I thought it would be
quite challenging to me to study in English. But, encouragements
from my family and professors have helped break this fear in me. I
then made the decision to face this new experience in my life and
came to Taiwan for studies at Ling Tung University.

I received a very warm welcome from the university upon my
arrival in Taiwan in September 2009. Of course, things have not been
very easy in the beginning. I started classes with many difficulties due
to my English language limitations and other course-related
challenges. Dr. Michael J.K Chen * the school president and my
professors have been very supportive. Thanks to their advices and
encouragements I was able to overcome the ordeal. Another
challenge that I encountered was the cultural shock, which naturally
occurs when one meets people from different culture or traditions.

RAFEMEEFHREH
(NIKIEMA Martine)
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Life in Ling Tung has been quite an impressive and a pleasant
one for me. Associating with different people from different
cultural, social and educational background is an opportunity that
I can never afford to miss. Among the important and fascinating
events that I fancy most are Academia, Site Visits, National
Celebrations and Ling Tung University Birthday Celebration.

The creation of an academia with such a very conducive
learning environment by my academic professors and classmates
makes learning a memorable and an enjoyable one for me. The
provision of well sophisticated classrooms with adequate learning
materials such as overhead projectors and a personal laptop lent to
me by the university, makes learning quite casy for me as
information accessibility is far from being a learning constrain. I
thank the Language Center for providing me the opportunity to
learn the Chinese Language during my first year in the University

» the TA chit-chat lunch and the Teaching Assistant (TA) Job
assigned to me by the University with the help of Alice Chang
marked important events in my educational calendar. My month
long Internship at one of Taiwan's reputable companies- Gold
Joint (a company that contributed financially towards funding my
education in Taiwan) was another important program that can
never be deleted from my dairy. This enabled me to familiarize
myself with Taiwan working environment and job ethics. It was
the best chance for me to learn on job training, skills and good
interpersonal relations from well trained, competent and able
supervisors like Yuyu, Nanna and Chery Wang.

Site Visits are other interesting events that I adore most during
my stay in Ling Tung. Both Ling Tung administrative and
academic staff as well as my fellow students from Taiwan made it
possible for me to visit many important places such as Taipei 101,
Taipei World Trade Center, National Palace Museum, The Earth
Quake Museum, Taiwan National Art Museum , Taichung
Amazement Park, Sun-Moon Lake, Singkuang Department Store
and Cinema just to name a few. Acquainting me with Taiwan
cultural heritage, the people and present day society has enriched
my vision and awareness as a student.

National events such as the Chinese New Year Celebration,
Lantern Festival, Moon Cake Festival and Ling Tung University
Birthday Celebration are among the important events that I can
hardly forget. [ sincerely thank Sharon Su Hsiao and her family for
the warm hospitality and generosity they offered me during the
2010 Chinese New Year Celebration in Chung Hua-Erhtin. I also
thank Mr. Richard Frederick and his Tourism Department
Students, such as Flora Chang and April Lin, for organizing series
of memorable events.

Again, I thank you all and sincerely appreciate your kind
assistance and timely gesture without which I would not have
achieved my objectives.

Ngansa Touray
Karantaba Tabokoto
The Gambia

I found Taiwanese food a bit strange as I was struggling to get
used to it. [ also faced the Chinese language barrier when I go out.
But, since then I have made some progress and can say that I am
Taiwanese now. I have no more problem with food here except
“Chou Tofu”. Furthermore, I can go out alone to visit places
around the city without the fear of getting lost.

In addition, I have received excellent academic training at Ling
Tung University, which also has provided me with the chance to be
more open to the world. I am now bilingual as I have developed
both French and English skills. I can even get by with the little
Chinese I have learned to communicate with people outside the
campus. Ling Tung University is not only an institution that
provides a good education, it is also a place where I have
accumulated many memorable experiences that have enriched my
life.

Taiwanese are very kind and friendly. Right now, I cannot even
remember the number of my Taiwanese friends and that is very
funny. I enjoyed much visiting parks, museums and also night
markets and did not really feel the two years passing. It is just like
I arrived in Taiwan yesterday.

I would like to express my gratitude to Ling Tung University
especially its founder Dr. Min Lee : the Superintendent Dr.Frank
Chang and its President Dr. Michael J. K. Chen. I also would like
to extend my thanks to Dr. Austin Chinjen Ou, .Dr. Chien-Feng
Tai, Dr. Ting-Chen Chang, Dr. Morgan Tzu-Chun Sheng, Dr.
Steven Chiu, and Dr. David Jen-Lung Chen. My thanks also go to
all those who contributed to making my life at Ling Tung
University more enjoyable.
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